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THE NEW BMW 3 SERIES TOURING: 
DRIVING PLEASURE, UNMATCHED. 
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Official fuel economy figures for the new BMW З Series Touring: Urban 30.4 - 58.9 mpg (9.3-4.8 1/100 km). Extra Urban 49.6 -80.7 (5.7 – 3.5 1/100 km). 








The new 
BMW 3 Series 


The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 





Combined 40.4 - 70.6 mpg (7.0 -4.0 1/100 km). CO2 emissions 164 - 104 g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 








MIUCCIA & GREEN STRIPES FROM THE SERIES DALSTON ANATOMY 2013, LORENZO VITTURI. 
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IN THE FRAME Lorenzo Vitturi arrived upon photography and sculpture as his chosen media after a career as a set painter. The experience 
came to bear on his photographic practice, which sits playfully at the intersection of photography, sculpture and performance. A series of mas- 
terclasses run by Vitturi at the Open Eye Gallery in Liverpool from 31 August to 3 September promises to offer insight into his unique approach. 
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Grace Dent 





THE PRIME OF LIFE 


When I hit the Lottery jackpot, 
ГІ show all the other winners 
how it's supposed to be done 


hortly after watching BBC3’s rather 

melancholy documentary on Jane 
Park, the 17-year-old lottery winner who 
won £1 million, then boughta chihuahua, 
a Louis Vuitton handbag - the dog later 
curling a poo into its silk lining - and a 
boozy extended girls’ holidayin Magaluf, 
I began buying Lottery tickets again. 

Two lucky dips a week. None of your 
“same numbers every week” malarkey, 
as that way madness and superstition lie. 
My father has played the same lines since 
1995. He would reroute a funeral cortège 
past a newsagent if need be, to place his 
lines by 6pm on a Wednesday night. 

I say "shortly" after watching the doc, 
rather than *immediately", because 
shortly after - as is obligatory on hear- 
ing Lottery stories - I spent some time 
hand-wringing over whether this money 
could give Jane, oranyone, contentment. 
And whether it was ethical to give Jane, 
a slip of a girl from Edinburgh, a whop- 
ping cheque like that at all. “Ethical” and 
“contentment” being two of the words 
Jane would have struggled to pronounce 
after 11shots of Slippery Nipple downat 
Magaluf's Boomerang nightclub. “You 
might as well have given hera gun,” Jane's 
gran sighed on hearing of Jane's good for- 
tune. Alittle research revealed that Jane 
was now working in a chippy. And also 
that she has had a boob job and then tat- 
tooed HIBS EVERYWEEKEND down 
the side of one of them. Shortly after this, 
I checked, casually, that my neglected 
online Lottery account still existed. 

The crucial difference between me and 





the previous umpteen-thousand suckers 
who won millions on the Lottery and 
were quickly catapulted into existential 
oblivion, is that Iwould spend the money 
properly, and be the “best case scenario” 
EuroMillions winner. 

I would, so my plan goes, greet the news 
of my windfall with quiet jubilation and 
an innate humbleness. I would tick the 
“no publicity” box, hide it from friends, 
pooh-pooh attention and glean satisfac- 
tion from the joy of giving. Think “Audrey 
Hepburn hugging Unicef orphans in the 
1980s”. Think simple shirt dresses, bun 
hair and ethereal grace. 

I will not develop a roaring cocaine 
habit and lie around knickerless in my gar- 
den snorting lines off the back of Harper’s 
Bazaar while waiting for a man called 
“Naughty Frank” to post more grams 
through the letterbox, as I’m too paranoid 
and septum-less to open the front door. 
I will not start breakfasting on valium 
and lying about watching Crazy Like a 
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Fox reruns, circling pictures of Gresso 
alligator-hide iPhone 6 cases in the FT 
“How To Spend It” supplement. I will not 
allow my nieces and nephews to see me 
as ahapless, anthropomorphised ATM, 
resulting in one of them sponging flying 
lessons and ahelicopter off me and, with 
some inevitability, steeringinto the side 
ofa Lake District peak. 

Iwill carry on working. I certainly will 
not crack soon after banking the cheque, 
enter the newsroom and deliver what I 
callin EastEnders “aroundhouse revela- 
tion", spinning a full 360 degrees while 
pointing at colleagues, *And you! Who 
do you think you are anyway? And him! 
Him with the beard! He can shove his job 
right up his 'arris, mate, because I HAVE 
MORE MONEY THAN GOD?" 

So yes, the money - which I'm des- 
tined to win - won't affect me at all. ГЇЇ 
just be me but a better me, with whiter 
teeth. And straighter teeth, because no 
one who won EuroMillions can wander 
about with teeth that look like they could 
eatanapple through a barbed wire fence. 
And a smaller arse, too, because after 
I’m fired - although technically I'll have 
resigned - I'll have plenty of time to do 
squats and begin one of those diet plans 
that rich idiots sign up for, where you pay 
abored trust fund entrepreneur £1,500 
amonth to courieryou three portions of 
calorie-counted gruel. 

“Tm not sure any of this sounds like 
fun;" my partner said. ^Well what do you 
wantto do with the money when I win?" 
Isaid. ^Nothing;" hesaid, “Tjust want life 
to stay like this.” There was a moment of 
mutually recognised bliss. "Anda lifetime 
Liverpool FC season ticket;" he added. 

From there it quickly unravelled. *So 
you'll be away about 25 weekends a year? 
Following a team that causes you actual 
heartbreak?" I said. “They do not cause 
me heartbreak,” he bristled, “I’m just 
loyal! Anyway, you just said you're buy- 
inga Range Rover. You can't even drive! 
Whatare you goingto do? Sit outsidethe 
house in it listening to Spotify?” This was 
a low blow. “ГЇЇ get a driver! Kate Moss 
has a driver. ГЇЇ need a driver anyway as 
you'll be in Stoke watching Liverpool 
get beat,” I shouted. We bickered for 
some time over our post-Lottery life: 
the planned animal sanctuary for cats 
and dogs with poorly paws, that he won’t 
condone (“we will both smell of shit”), 
his planned full-arm tattoo (“Why would 
you cover up tattoos you don’t like with 
bigger tattoos?”). Going forward, I have 
decided to keep my Lottery win secret 
from everybody, including him. It really 
could be me. But unlike all those other 
losers who became multimillionaires, PH 
be brilliant at it. @ @gracedent 
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2 for £6 on meal deals 





NUTRITIOUS let's feel good 


Meal deal includes a main, drink and snack. Available in larger Boots stores, subject to availability. Mix & match across Boots mains and Jamie mains are not available. Excludes Airport stores. 
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RHODRI MARSDEN'S 
INTERESTING OBJECTS 
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THE NOVEL CURE 


Literary prescriptions for modern ailments. 
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April1864, only one ofthe 42 drawings 
had been completed by mid-October, 
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By Ella Berthoud and Susan Elderkin, 
bibliotherapists at the School of Life 


Ailment: Infidelity 
Cure: Dept. of Speculation 
by Jenny Offill 


hen a partner strays, it can in- 

flict a blow so damaging that the 
relationship seems doomed to go under. 
Is it possible to recover from an affair, 
howevertransient? And how do we navi- 
gate the turbulent emotions in its wake? 
Jenny Offill's account of an infidelity in 
the marriage of two thirtysomething 
Brooklynites trawls these waters in 
scrupulous detail and will help those 
who find themselves in the same leaky 
vessel to feel less abjectly alone. 

*WORK NOT LOVE; is the motto 
on the Post-it note above the narrator's 
desk. A writer and teacher of writing 
- like Offill herself - she takes pleasure in 
awry aphorism and plans never to marry. 
Butthenshe meets a man from Ohio who 
is “famously kind", records soundscapes 
of the city, and puts his hands in all the 
many pockets of her winter coat. 

We follow them through the proposal 
(in a museum), to the birth of a baby girl, 
the sleep deprivation, the bed-bug infes- 
tation, the getting (by him) ofa properjob 
(“only vaguely soul-crushing"), and the 
sickening, awful moment when a liaison 
with another woman comes to light. Her 
emotions are all-encompassing: shock, 


entry in his diary:“Finally decidedonthe | andthe job wasn’t finished until the fol- One theory rage, fear for the future, self-blame (had 
reprint of Alice, and that the first 2,000 | lowing June. One theory is that Dodg- is that she, less generous by nature, somehow 
shall be sold as waste paper.” son’s exacting demands may have irked i managed to “unkind and ungood” him?). 
The first copies of the 1865 edition | thefamousillustrator - after all, the work D odgson Š Mostly she feels a simmering resent- 
of Alice's Adventures In Wonderland, | he did for Punch rarely required any exacting ment, in which she lies in bed wondering 
written under Dodgson’s nom de plume | changes to be made. Tenniel's biogra- | demands ma гру if she can hold his hand while simultane- 
of Lewis Carroll, had been dispatched | pher suggests that his insistence on the have irked ously giving him the finger. 
by the printer, Clarendon Press, on | destruction ofthe first edition may have Writtenin fragments that seem at first 
27 June. Dodgson, evidently happy with | been down to “repressed anger" at the L h еје ONO to be random thoughts plucked from 
the book, proceeded to send them out | frustrating creative process. illustrator Offill’s mental wanderings, but gradu- 


to friends. But on 19 July he heard from 
the book’s illustrator, Punch’s political 
cartoonist John Tenniel, who described 
the print quality as “disgusting”. Dodg- 
son acquiesced to Tenniel’s wish that the 
books be destroyed, the cost of which he 
reckoned to be £600 (tens of thousands 
in today’s money). 

Tenniel’s relationship with Dodgson 
was cordial but strained. In his diaries, 
Dodgson frequently expressed his frus- 
tration at the slow pace of the cartoonist’s 
work; after agreeing the commission in 





Tenniel expressed his satisfaction with 
November’s reprint by Richard Clay of 
Bungay (known as the 1866 edition) and 
after some initial reluctance he also went 
on to illustrate the 1871 sequel, Through 
the Looking-Glass, and WhatAlice Found 
There. Only 23 copies of the ’65 Alice are 
now known to exist; the last one to be 
sold at auction (at Christie’s in New York 
in 1998) fetched $1.5m. Another copy is 
currently on display at the Bodleian’s 
Weston Library in Oxford. 6 
@rhodri 
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ally coalescing into a rich and satisfying 
whole, the narrative (and the narrator) 
are propped up by eclectic one-liners 
- from poets to various astronauts - and 
evenasnippet of “advice for wives circa 
1896" to avoid the *indiscriminate read- 
ing of novels” lest it breeds a contempt 
for domestic duties. Offill's novelis alife 
raft: read itforits unsentimental scoop 
onlove, the breaking of something good, 
and the possibility of patchingthe cracks 
and pulling through. @ 


thenovelcure.com 
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ROBIN HILL, ISLE OF WIGHT * CURATED BY JOSIE à ROB DA BANK 


SUMMERS LOVE 10-13 SEPT 2015 A Il 


MISSY ELLIOTT - DURAN DURAN 
THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS - UNDERWORLD 


|. VERY SPECIAL GUEST! ° TAME IMPALA ° THE JACKSONS ° RUDIMENTAL c» | 
j JUNGLE ° FKA TWIGS ° FLYING LOTUS ° FUTURE ISLANDS ° ROISIN MURPHY | 
| BOY BETTER KNOW ° WILEY ° SKEPTA : DUKE DUMONT ° CHARLI XCX | 
LITTLE DRAGON + LIANNE LA HAVAS ° JAMIE XX + КОМІ SIZE REPRAZENT LIVE - DRENGE 
МЕМЕН CHERRY WITH ROCKETNUMBERNINE • KATE TEMPEST • TODD TERJE + LEVEL 42 
DJ YODA PRESENTS: BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS + GABRIELLE АРИМ + YOUNG FATHERS à MORE 
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BENJI B - DJ Q ° BIG NARSTIE à MORE NOVELIST ° DENSE á PIKA á MANY MORE 
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SINK THE PINK • SCOTTEE'S CAMP MEDITATION & MINDFULNESS 
BIRTHDAY GIRLS - BACK DOOR BOYS LLAMA KARMA ° EUPHORIC YOGA + HOT TUBS 
RAVE KNITTING - GOSPELOKE à MORE SEA KAYAKING ADVENTURES 5 MORE 


FILMS IN THE FOREST ° CARNIVAL PARADE ° THE FEAST COLLECTIVE e CARAVANSERAI • CLUB DADA Е 
OBERON’S OBSERVATORY ° TRAVELLING BARN • AMPHITHEATRE ° GRAND FINALE FIREWORKS à MORE 
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THE CONVERSATION 


RuPaul 





The drag star on being inspired by 
Bowie, never fitting in, and saying the first thing that 
comes into your head 


PORTRAIT BY DAVID M. BENETT 


You had a prolific career in show busi- 
ness before Drag Race, which you've 
presented for seven series. Do you have 
any downtime? 

Sacrifices have to be made if you want to 
make a dentin the world, and that's what 
Istarted outtodo - to makea dentin pop 
culture. I've done hanging out, I've done 
slacking - I love to work. 

Has “making a dent in pop culture” 
always been the thing that drove you? 
My motivation comes from alove of being 
creative. I’m in love with music and colour 
and laughter and dancing and all things 
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that are beautiful. But “making а dent”, 
that's a tricky one. It's only a select few 
who ger anything that’s off-the-grid - and 
that’s what I’ve always been interested in. 
Drag has always been off-the-grid. 

But you've crossed overinto the main- 
stream. Is that to do with you ora shift 
in social attitudes? 

Dragwill never be accepted by the main- 
stream. Drag is punk rock. It mocks the 
mainstream. The mainstream is sceptical 
of drag, and rightly so: dragis making fun 
ofit. My ability to cross over has to do with 
cultural changes but also a scientific ap- 
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The status quo 
was a joke – І 
couldn't believe 
others weren't 
laughing 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Born RuPaul Andre 
Charles, RuPaul, 
54, is best-known 
in the UK for his re- 
ality TV show ‘Ru- 
Paul’s Drag Race’, 
in which men 
and transgender 
women com- 
pete to become 
‘America’s next 
drag superstar’. He 
began his career 
as a filmmaker in 
Atlanta, becom- 
ing well-known 
as a drag queen 
on the club scene 
there and in New 
York City. His 
first prominent 
national exposure 
came in 1989 with 
anappearance in 
the video for ‘Love 
Shack’ by The 
B-52's. He has 
since released 
three albums, 
modelled, written 
an autobiography 
and presented a 
chat show. He has 
along-term part- 
ner and has homes 
in Los Angeles and 
New York. 





proach to creatinga persona that doesn't 
threaten people. My personais only dan- 
gerous in broad strokes. 

Do you remember the first time you 
put on female clothes? 

I never think of it as women's clothing; 
I think of it as drag. Drag is what you're 
wearing right now, drag is everything. 
That's the hardest part for people to un- 
derstand. That's the part that is poking 
fun at society. For people to understand 
they would have to deconstruct their own 
belief system. A belief system that you 
areawhite, 27-year-old, English, Labour 
Party-voting journalist, or whatever. 
Growing up, did you want to fit in? 

I always felt like an outer-space alien. 
I was always breaking the fourth wall. 
As a kid, I was searching for my tribe of 
otherpeople who sawthrough the matrix. 
Even as a kid I could never buy into the 
status quo. I just thought it was a joke; I 
couldn't believe other people weren't 
laughing at it. 

You mentioned punk rock. Is that a 
place you looked for inspiration? 

I looked to anyone who was dancing to 
the beat of a different drum - definitely 
to David Bowie. For different reasons, 
I also love Diana Ross and Cher. Now 
you look back and what they were doing 
seems very mainstream, but at the time 
it was revolutionary. 

How has drag evolved from the time 
when you started in the 1980s? 

Every season, the girls who come through 
RuPaul’s Drag Race - and I think there 
have been close to 100 - gobsmack me 
with their gall and tenacity. There’s alot 
less shame involved in drag in general. 
The put-downs are hilarious. So sassy 
- it can feel catty sometimes. 

All of the girls come from similar back- 
grounds. They’ve all had to fight for 
themselves. To be successful, they’ve 
had to put up this facade, this bodacious 
personality, to survive. When they all get 
together, they understand each other 
- they have had to fight the same fight. 
When they're being catty, there's 
definitely love for one another. 

How often are you in drag nowadays? 
Theonlytime you'll see me in drag nowis 
if I'm getting paid a load of money. 

One thing, how did you know I’m a 
white, 27-year-old English, Labour 
Party-voting journalist? 

I looked at your picture online. The 
Labour part? Honestly, I don’t know if 
Labour is conservative or if it’s liberal. 
But, being 54, at some point you learn 
to trust the first thing that comes into 
your head. There is an intuitive quality 
to getting older. That’s the first thing I 
thought and how about that, what do you 
know? @ Interview by Oscar Quine 
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The injection of. 
funds has allosved = 
the club to install 

under-soil heating 
for the pitch 
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ext Saturday, Dean Court in 

Bournemouth will be the scene 
of the latest remarkable chapter in an 
unlikely Roy of the Rovers success story. 
Alowly, small-time club that came close 
to extinction less than 10 years ago will 
play its first match in English football’s 
top flight, the Premier League. AFC 
Bournemouth will do this in front of just 
12,000 fans, in by far the smallest stadi- 
um in the division, under the manage- 
ment of a local-lad-done-good. 

That at least is the romantics’ ver- 
sion. For cynics, the Vitality Stadium, 
renamed after its sponsor, will be the 
site of the latest iteration of a depress- 
ingly familiar tale: foreign billionaire 
acquires aclub, throws money at it and 
buys success. 

The true story ofthe club is more com- 
plicated and interesting than either of 
these simplistic narratives. The tale is 
also something ofa fable, since the rise 
of both town and club reflects the values 
and aspirations of a nation. You could 
call it the English Dream. 

On the face of it, AFC Bournemouth’s 
arrival at football’s top table is a classic 
yarn of the battling underdog, as my- 
thologised in the evacuation from Dun- 
kirk, Passport to Pimlico and The Great 
Escape. saw my first professional game 
at Dean Parkin 1975, when the team lost 
2-1 to Darlington, in the then fourth divi- 
sion, the bottom rung of League football. 
For most of the club’s history that was 
pretty much par for the course. 

The past 25 years has seen a tortuous 
ownership story off the pitch and a tortur- 
ous sporting one on it. In 1996 the club 
came within 15 minutes of being closed 
down and was only saved by a supporters’ 
trust fund, which led to the creation of 
one of Europe’s first ever community 
clubs. In 2008 Bournemouth again went 
into administration, and only narrowly 
avoided relegation from the Football 
League. And yet the club rebuilt, and to 
everyone’s surprise rose from the fourth 
tier of English football to the top one, in 
just five years. 

Clearly a vital factor in this success has 
been the largesse of the Russian busi- 
nessman Maxim Demin, who became 
co-owner of the club in 2011, and bought 
the remaining 50 percent share last year. 
But this is no wholesale foreign takeover. 
The club retains amanager, Eddie Howe, 
who was born in the town and who, like 
the assistant manager, Jason Tindall, used 
to play for the club. Chief executive Neill 
Blake and club secretary Neil Vacher are 
also locals. And although most of the 
summer signings have been overseas 
players, success so far has come from an 
unusually home-grown squad. 

Perhaps there is something in the Dor- 
set airthat made AFC Bournemouthripe 
forits apparently sudden success. This > 
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Small town, big 
time: Clockwise 
from top left: 
Bournemouth 
chairman Fef 
Mostyn; the club 
shop stocks up; 
club secretary 
Neil Vacher; and 
restaurateur 
Graziano Piovan 





might seem unlikely given its image as a 
sleepy “bath chair town", God's waiting 
roomonthe Costa Geriatrica. Even chair- 
man Jeff Mostyn once joked that the club 
could provide a park and ride, but with 
ambulances instead of buses. But look 
beyond the caricature and you can see 
why Bournemouthis the perfect location 
for this very English success story. 

This most traditional of seaside towns 
is actually a relatively recent invention. 
There was little habitation there before 
the 19th century, with just the occasional 
smuggler or turf cutter passing through. 
Thenaretired army officer, Lewis Tregon- 
well, saw the potential of the area as a 
health resort. In 1810 he began building 
cottages and planting pine trees, whose 
scent was believed to be as therapeutic 
as the sea water. Bournemouth retains 
an unusually large number of trees for a 
town, almost as though the forests were 
never completely cleared but buildings 
and roads were built within them. The 
town was given the motto “Pulchritudo 
et Salubritas” - beauty and health - a neat 
piece of advertising copy that defined its 
attractions for generations. By the end of 
the 19th century ће town was established 
as a major spa resort. 

Unlike many seaside towns, Bourne- 
mouth has never experienced a serious 
decline. “In 50 years I’ve neverseena day 
in Bournemouth that isn't busy,” a local 
barber tells me as he runs his clippers 
through my hair. The key to the town's 
progress seems to be that it has changed 
with the times, but always slowly. In the 
best English tradition it has embraced 
a gradual kind of evolution that never 
disrupts a sense of continuity. 

The result is that over the years this 
once quiet town has quietly changed. 
With the growth of all-year-round lan- 
guage schools in the 1980s, and then 
a further, massive increase in student 
numbers when the College of Technol- 
ogy becameauniversityin 1992, Bourne- 
mouth lost its sleepiness. 

Not that it was ever quite as staid as 
its reputation. Yes, The Mike Yarwood 
Summer Spectacular played twice nightly 
at the Pavilion Theatre in the mid-1970s, 
as the signed programme my parents 
brought back forme proves. But that same 
venue also played host to the Who and 
Eric Clapton. Still, only recently have 
“vibrant”, “buzzing” and “youthful” be- 
come words frequently used by locals to 
describe their town. The football club’s 
commercial director, Rob Mitchell, grew 
up in trendy Brighton, but like many of 
his colleagues who went to Bournemouth 
University, he stayed on after graduation 
“because it’s such a great place to be”. 

Despite the increase in hen and stag 
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parties stumbling drunkenly off the 
trains, the president of the town’s tour- 
ism management board, Mike Francis, 
says “there is an element of wanting to 
keep a family-oriented town.” 

And indeed, the growth of youth-cen- 
tred nightlife hasn’t displaced the town’s 
more traditional visitors. There are still 
more retirement homes than you can 
count. One word people repeatedly use to 
describe the town is “safe”. Andas Francis 
points out, although the town nowhasa 
Hilton, it still has a lot of small hotels and 
guest houses that many visitors favour, 
especially for some reason the Swiss. 

"There something for everyone here,” 
my barber tells me, citing bars and res- 
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The town assimilates 
new influences so 
thoroughly as to be 
almost imperceptible 
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taurants; the theatre, beach and pier; the 
New Forest; and the Bournemouth Sym- 
phony Orchestra. He's says he's been to 
Australia and America but they don't 
compare: “After four days they're taking 
you to visit a dam or something." 

Nordoesthetown diein the off-season. 
Restaurateur Graziano Piovan says that 
business is “quite steady throughout the 
year, probably only about 20 percentless 
in the winter”. 

The town seems to have an ability 
to assimilate new influences so thor- 
oughly as to be almost imperceptible. 
This is particularity evident when you 
look at the demography. In describing 
Bournemouth, my barber said to me, 
“Don’t take this the wrongway, but there 
are no ethnics here.” In fact, this isn’t 
true, as the poster for the Bollywood 
film Bajrangi Bhaijaan at the Odeon 
attests. The last census showed Bourne- 
mouth to be 91.9 per cent white, which 
is less than for towns suchas Colchester, 
Guildford and Rotherham, and alot less 
than Dover and nearby Plymouth and 
Poole. Although the national average is 











86 per cent, outside ofa few large cities, 
Bournemouth is close to normal. 

The truth behind the barber's claim 
is that unlike some towns which are less 
ethnically diverse, Bournemouth's mi- 
norities are not heavily concentrated in 
any particular areas and so are almost 
invisibly integrated. That's why AFC 
Bournemouth can be as much Italian- 
born Piovan's club as it is anyone else's. 
Piovan came overto England in 1977 and 
opened La Piccola Italia in 1981, making 
it one of the longest-established restau- 
rants under continuous ownership in the 
town. Piovan is a great supporter of the 
club. He saw Eddie Howe’s first game for 
the team and has even fed the players for 
free during some of the hard times. 

That a Bournemouth institution was 
created by a man born in Padua reflects 
the extent to which the town's contem- 
porary cosmopolitanism is rooted in 
a much longer tradition of openness. 
Piovan says the town now is “more Eu- 
ropean than English", but I think it is 
rather that it has always possessed an 
authentically europhile form of Eng- 











lishness. A great contradiction of the 
English is that they are as suspicious of 
strange foreign ways as they are ador- 
ing of assimilated imports like fish and 
chips, curry and pizza. It reminds me of 
astory told to me by some pub landlords 
whose customers weren't impressed by 
the introduction of a Thai menu. “Why 
can’t we have traditional English food,” 
one asked, *like lasagne?" 

Affluent Bournemouth is undoubtedly 
conservative, both large and small c. Its 
two constituencies have only ever re- 
turned Tory MPs, with 50-68 percent of 
the vote in the pre-Blair years and noth- 
ing less than 41 per cent since 1997. But 
the impression of Bournemouth got is 
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This is a small club 
running at maximum 
capacity to get ready 

forits big day 








one of small-c conservative Englishness 
at its best. This is about not just retaining 
old traditions but allowing outside influ- 
encesto create new ones. It's also about 
embracinginnovation and entrepreneur- 
ship, just so longas each change it brings 
isin keeping with what was there before. 
And it's also about a kind of cosmopoli- 
tanism that welcomes foreign influence 
just as long as it doesn't overwhelm the 
status quo. This is a far cry from the 
closed, parochial kind of conservatism 
that is associated with rejecting change 
and keeping outsiders out. 

Whereasthe town has been gradually, 
unspectacularly successful, the football 
club's rise has been more sudden and 
dazzling. But in otherways AFC Bourne- 
mouth’s story mirrors that of the town. 
On the one hand, the club has been open 
to all sorts of changes. Most notably, 
on the pitch the club has embraced a 
Continental style of play based on fast 
passing rather than the old English way 
of hoofing long balls up the park. 

But what allows it to retain the affec- 
tions of the local community and to now 
be winning the affections of the nation 
is that foreign input has not resulted in 
acrass takeover, aimed at creating some 
kind of international brand. The local 
heart of the club has been left beating. 

Take groundsman James Lathwell, who 
grewup in the adjacent town of Christch- 
urch. He joined the Cherries in 2009, 
when they were in League Two. Prior 
to him the club didn’t even have its own 
groundsman. Last year, Lathwell was run- 
ner-upin the Championship groundsman 
of the year awards, only to see his lovingly 
tendered turf ripped up so that under-soil 
heating could be installed in readiness for 
the Premier League. But once this job is 
completed, life will be pretty much as it 
was. “My match-day team has been the 
same from when I started back in League 
Two,” he says. “They’re all local grounds- 
men and greenkeepers.” 

Down in the club shop, manager 
Harry Evans says they have “probably 
increased business sixfold in the last 
four years”. But Evans, who was born 
a stone’s throw away, on the other side 
of King’s Park, is still carrying on with 
the “same old staff”. “It’s always been 
a friendly club,” he says, praising the 
“big team ethic we all have”. This spirit 
of joint endeavour has been distilled 
into a kind of unofficial motto of the 
club - “Together, anything is possible” 
- which has been printed on the inside 
shirt collars of the newseason’s kit. Less 
then three weeks before the start of the 
season, however, these shirts are not yet 
on the shop’s racks. This is a small club 
running at maximum capacity to get > 
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With promotion to 

the Premier League, 
Bournemouth have 
been able to splash out 
on new facilities such 
as this development, 
which includes a 
players’ lounge, a 
physio room, and 


offices 





ready for its big day, and it’s not surpris- 
ing that the odd squeak is heard amidst 
the unmistakeable buzz. 

Like the town, up until now the club 
has been able to balance progress, inno- 
vation and growth with stability, conti- 
nuity and tradition. But willit be possible 
to keep this going when the Sky cameras, 
and the money that comes with them, 
move in? For example, will the advertis- 
ing hoardings for local businesses such as 
“E Brown Butchers, purveyors of quality 
Meats” become a thing of the past? 

Rob Mitchell insists they won't. ^In 
the dark days when we struggled even 
to get people in to watch the team play 
on Saturday, these businesses were here 
supporting the football club.” Nonethe- 
less, they will be pushed out of many 
prime spots. It's going to cost “tens of 
thousand of pounds" to advertise on the 


aware of the dangers of getting too high 
and mighty. Latham has already seen a 
change. “I must admit when I started and 
we were was down in League Two there 
wasa more of community feel. We were 
reliant on fans and volunteers to do bits 
and bobs, particularly myself because I 
was on my own.” Match-day volunteers 
still help with tasks like flattening divots, 
but with more professionalism comes 
more separation. 

Bournemouth-born Vacher has lived 
his life amid the club's grassroots as, 
amongotherthings, a Tannoy announcer; 
fund raiser; retail supervisor; kit man; 
and organiser of the lottery and of the 
team coach; all before finally becoming 
club secretary. “I’ve been coming here 
since I was a lad in the early 1960s,” he 
said. But even he sees that it's going to be 
difficult forthe club to remain down-to- 











newpitchside LED boards, because these 
will be seen by a global television audi- 
ence. Mitchell still insists the club will 
find space for existing, local advertisers. 
“We’re in the Premier League now,” he 
says, “but sixyears ago we were in League 
Two - and we just don’t know where we 
could be in the next six years." 
Everyone at the club seems deeply 








earth. “Everybody here has always been 
very accessible; the players are greeted 
by supporters in the car park before the 
game. We want to remain that way but 
we'realso consciousthatthere are certain 
measures we have to put in place on a 
match day to protect the players we now 
have and who will be visiting us.” 

Mostyn is also aware that the club 





is potentially facing a fork in the road, 
where the path to glory could lead away 
from the ordinary streets ofthetown. He 
is optimistic that the club can “manage 
the two roads simultaneously", largely 
because of its commitment to commu- 
nity work through its very active trust, 
which reaches 3,000 youngsters every 
week. *I take the point that the more 
successful the club becomes and the 
higher up the food chain you become, 
the harderit is to beall things to all men 
and women,” he says. “АП I can say is 
it’s in our heart, it’s in our DNA that we 
continue to do what’s right.” 

Success is bound to change the club to 
some extent. But will it also change the 
town? Many I spoke to were doubtful. 
Russ Craven is landlord of the Queen’s 
Park, the closest pub to the ground, 
and the traditional meeting point of 
home fans. Asked if recent results have 
changed anything, he says, “To be fair, 
not a lot. On match days, you can’t move 
in this place. It's always been the same.” 
He adds that the biggest differences 
from previous years have been the ban 
on away fans in the pub and an increase 
in women and families. 

What the football team's ascent has 
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changed is the town's perception of its 
club, helped by its growing community 
work. “At the worst of times we were per- 
haps considered to be a bit of a liability, 
because we were always losing money;" 
says Vacher. *Now the public and the 
council have seen that it's a valuable asset 
to the town.” Many I spoke to echoed 
Mostyn's observation that whereasin the 
past “everybody had a different Premier 








League shirt on, now the whole town is 
full of AFC Bournemouth shirts". 

Outsiders' perceptions of the town 
have also changed, and that will have 
knock-on effects. Rob points out that 
such is the international reach and ap- 
peal of the Premier League that towns 
with clubsinitare known to attract more 
foreign students. 

But perhaps the biggest effect could 





beonthe nation and how it views itself. 
If a quintessentially English town like 
Bournemouth defies the stereotypes, 
perhaps the same is true of the country 
asawhole. Bournemouth could provide 
an alternative ideal of what the English 
aspire to be, neither brashly abandoning 
the past to follow the money, nor chas- 
ing an unattainable, nostalgic vision of 
warm beer and village greens. A place 
where the old can be old, the young can 
be young, and families can continue 
the process of linking both together. 
A country where internationalism is 
compatible with nationalism, continu- 
ity in harmony with change, and where 
anyone can become a local. 

Perhaps this is a fanciful dream, but 
then again so is a fourth division club 
rising to the top tier of English football. 
As Vacher says, “Those of us who were 
there in those days and before are just 
going to be sitting out there on the 8th 
of August pinching ourselves, thinking, 
is this really true?" 

In time reality might bite, but right 
now the fairytale lives. 6 
Julian Bageini's books include ‘Welcome 
to Everytown: A Journey into the English 
Mind; published by Granta 
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Fashion 








TOPLEFT:swim 
shorts, £69, by Hugo 
(hugoboss.com); 
sunglasses, £12, by 
Topman (topman.com); 
LEFT: shorts, £135, 
by Make Your Odyssey, à з 

(makeyourodyssey. = 
com); cap, £65, by Paul = 
Smith (paulsmith.co.uk) =. 
RIGHT:swim shorts, 
£85, by Versace 
(versace.com) ИРЕ 
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Departing: up to November 2015 and March to 


November 2016 
The price includes: 


@ Return rail connections 
on selected dates for 
more than 50° regional 
stations and return 
Eurostar to Paris 


@ Return coach transfer to 
your hotel 


ө Three nights’ 
three or four-star 
accommodation in a 
central location with 
breakfast 


© Sightseeing tour and 
‘Paris by night’ tour 


@ Visit to Versailles, with 
its beautiful Château 


@ Visit to the artists’ 
quarter - picturesque 
Montmartre 


€ Escorted by an 
experienced tour 
manager 


Madrid, Salamanca and Toledo 


October 2016 
The price includes: 


€ Return flights, taxes 
and transfers 


ө Six nights bed-and- 
breakfast at excellent 
quality three-star 
superior and four-star 
hotels 


€ Four dinners (one 
dinner when staying 
at the Catalonia Gran 
Via Hotel) 


@ Visit to Toledo 


Departing: up to October 2015 and April to 








ө Sightseeing tour of 
Madrid 


ө Walking tour of 
Salamanca 


© Visit to Aranjuez and 
the former Palace of 
the Spanish Royal 
Family 


@ Visit to Segovia 


€ Escorted by an 
experienced tour 
manager 
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Independent travel offers 


Iceland 











Departing: up to September 2015 and May to 


September 2016 
The price includes: 


€ Return flights 


€ Four nights, choice of 
centrally located three- 
star superior and four- 
star accommodation 
with breakfast 


€ Experience Iceland’s 
landscape, flora and 
fauna on two day tours 

ө Visit Thingvellir 
National Park and 
UNESCO World 
Heritage site 


Western Sicily, Palermo and the Aeolian Islands 


You could be forgiven for ignoring Sicily, yet here lies some 
of Italy's most fascinating historic towns, most beautiful and 
unspoilt scenery and most delightful people, plus some of its 


finest food and wine. 


Selected departures up to 
October 2015 and April to 
October 2016, the price 
includes: 


€ Return flights from London 


Gatwick 


€ Seven nights' four-star 


€ Tour of Palermo, gorgeously 
medieval and baroque 


€ Stay four nights in charming 


Cefalu 


€ Scenic drive through the 
completely unspoilt Madonie 


National Park 


accommodation with dinner 


@ Stay three nights in 
undiscovered Trapani 


€ Visit Marsala famous for its 
outstanding desert wine 


€ Visit stunning Lipari the most 
attractive of the beautiful 


Aeolian islands 


€ Escorted by our experienced 


tour manager 


€ Guided tour of the medieval 


hill-top village Erice 
@ Visit to Segesta 
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€ Discover the contorted 
lava plateau through 
the Threngsli pass 


@ See the Myrdalsjokull 
glacier 

@ See the awesome 
natural power of 
Gullfoss Waterfall 

@ Whale and dolphin 
watching cruise 

€ Escorted by an 


experienced tour 
manager 
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Fashion 








LEFT: swim shorts, 
£89, by Paul Smith 
(paulsmith.co.uk) 


ABOVE: T-shirt, £59, 
by Tiger of Sweden, 
(tigerofsweden.com); 
swim trunks, £82, 
by La Perla Homme 
(laperla.com) 


TOP: swim trunks, 
£100, by D2 
(dsquared2.com); 
towel, £95, by 
Frescobol Carioca, 
(frescobolcarioca.com); 
sunglasses, £136, by 
Zenga (Marcolin, 01635 
277299) 


Model: 
Matty at Select 
Grooming: 
Rebekah Lidstone at 
Stella Creative 
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Tue my wife... Please. That was the 
classic marital gag in the bad old 
days, but times have changed. Her In- 
doors has become Her On-stage - with 
a boom in successful female stand-ups 
meaning there are more comedy couples 
on the circuit than ever before. 

There have been comic items in the 
past of course - Gracie Allen and George 
Burns, Jennifer Saunders and Adrian 
Edmondson, Dawn French and Lenny 
Henry, to name but three - but his ‘n’ 
her stand-up, in which one or both per- 
formers share the nitty-gritty of their 
relationship for laughs, is quite a new 
and, for those who enjoy a good gossip, 
thrilling phenomenon. 

Notall comedy couples talkabout their 
other half: Stewart Lee rarely mentions 
Bridget Christie, and she refers to him as 
her “fictional on-stage husband.” Sarah 
Millican is an over-sharer, whereas her 
husband Gary Delaney sticks firmly to 
impersonal one-liners. Jon Richardson 
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revealed his engagement to rising star 
Lucy Beaumont at the end of his recent 
Channel 4 show Fon Richardson Grows 
Up, but Beaumont prefers anecdotes 
about her native Hull. 

At the other end of the scale are 
Nat Luurtsema and Tom Craine, both 
members of the sketch group Jigsaw, 
who at last year’s Edinburgh Fringe 
each did shows about their break-up. 
At this year’s Fringe, Alfie Brown and 
Jessie Cave, and Bobby Mair and Harriet 
Kemsley are two couples preparing to 
spill the beans on their love lives. 

It’s fun to watch, certainly, but how 
does it work when you both have access 
to a microphone - when you're both the 
funny one in a relationship? Do stand- 
ups scrap over who gets to keep the best 
domestic anecdotes, or cry over seeing 
their dirty linen washed in public for a 
laugh? What do they sayto their partner 
afterabad gig - and what happens when 
one is more successful than the other? 





CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOPLEFT: 

Richard Herringand 
Catie Wilkins; Isy 
Suttie and Elis James; 
Fohn Robins and Sara 
Pascoe; Lucy Porter 
and Fustin Edwards 
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Richard Herring and 
Catie Wilkins 

“One of the things that made me think 
I might have found the right woman 
was that Catie didn’t mind me having 
a Hitler moustache for a year,” says 
Richard Herring of his 2009 showi n 
which he attempted to “reclaim” the 
toothbrush moustache for come-dy 
purposes. 

“I did mind it, I just didn't go on 
about it,” says Wilkins, who was test- 
ing boundaries of her own that year, 
in her debut solo show. She had split 
up with her long-term boyfriend a 
year before and had never dared to do 
stand-up about him. “He came to pret- 
ty much every gig I did, апа felt like 
it would be disrespectful in some way. 
So when I finally got out of that rela- 
tionship, I felt like everything was upfor 
grabs. Rich and I weren't in a long- 
established relationship and I didn't 
know if it was going to last. Га seen 
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Stand-up couples 








Rich perform and he was very honest 
about all kinds of sexual things in > 
hisact, soIfeltlike he would understand. 
And that I didn't owe him anything." 
And now? “Now it's different. I would 
think very carefully about anything I'd 
say about my relationship. 

"We're similar in that we both quite 
like doingrude, crude stuff, but we're not 
very similar performers,” says Herring. 
“We love each other so we're conscious 
of trying not to upset each other” 

Do they watch each other's shows? “I 
was very conscious that we didn't end up 
in each other's pockets;" says Herring. *I 
didn't want us to get to the point where 
we always had to go to each other's gigs. 
Sometimes with relationships where 
you work in the same job, it becomes all 
about the job. It’s nice to keep our home 
life separate, not to make our whole lives 
about comedy.” 

Herring, who is 48, started out in the 
double act Lee and Herring in the early 
1990s. Since 2004 he has created anew 
stand-up show every year for the Edin- 
burgh Fringe. Wilkins, who is 34, started 
stand-up in 2008 and has taken three 
shows to the Fringe. She also writes chil- 
dren’s books, under the name Cather- 
ine Wilkins. The couple met at a gig in 
Southampton in 2006 and began dating 
in 2008. They married in 2012 and live 
in west London with their five-month 
old daughter, Phoebe. 

With Wilkins a relatively new act com- 
pared to Herring, she says she remem- 
bered “telling a friend, another comic, 
that Rich and I were going out and she 
said, ‘Are you worried everyone’s going 
to think he’s writing all your jokes?’ I was 
very paranoid that people were going to 
think he was helping me.” 

In fact, they help each other, now and 
again. “You borrowed my joke for the 
Critics’ Circle Film Awards, that time,” 
Wilkins reminds Herring. “Yes, we can 
use each other’s material,” he confirms. “I 
think that was in the marriage vows.” 
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Richard Herring will perform all 11 of 
his Edinburgh shows, plus a new show, 

'Happy Now?' over six weekends from 

7Augustatthe Leicester Square Theatre. 

Catherine Williams's latest children's 

book, ‘My Great Success and Other 
Failures? is published by Nosy Crow in 

August, and she appears at the Edinburgh 

Book Festival on 19 August 


Elis James and Isy Suttie 

“T talked alot about moving in with Isy in 
my 2012 stand-up show,’ says Elis James. 
“Nothing malicious but I’d never lived 
with a girl and it changed everything. 
Everyone’s been single, everyone’s had 
those nights on nightclub dance floors 
where you're being ignored - there's 
real humour in that. You're happier in a 
relationship, but you have to engineer 
stuff for comic material” “Or look a bit 
more deeply at stuff that happens every 
day,” agrees Suttie. 

The couple met at a comedy gig in 
Barnstaple in 2009 and started dating 
in 2010. They live in Crystal Palace, 
south London with their nine-month-old 
daughter, Вей. Suttie, who is 36, has just 
finished writing a “semi-autobiographi- 
cal” book about hertwenties, The Actual 
One, which will be published next year. 
She is now working on the follow-up and 
she wonders “if it will be about Elis and 
the baby... I’ve got to find enough so 
that it's not boring. There's no friction 
when you're content. You need light and 
shade for comedy. It's much better to 
write about when you're unhappy-" 

“I think the minutiae of a relation- 
ship can be fascinating," says James, 
who is 34. *Some of the best bits of 
observational comedy ever have been 
about relationships, so there's nothing 
inherently un-comic about being in a 
relationship - you just have to approach 
it in a different way.” 

James's first language is Welsh, and 
one of Suttie's best-known routines is 
alove song to her boyfriend in a pidgin 








beginners' version ofthe language. “We 
speak a sort of half-and-half language at 
home now - I don’t think Isy has said the 
English words for ‘milk’, ‘bread’ or ‘tired’ 
for ages,” James says proudly. 

Beti is already proving rich source 
of jokes. “The baby actually is the first 
thingthat has happened to us that we'd 
both like to talk about on stage,” James 
says. “Гуе got some material about her 
grabbing my private parts in the bath." 
Suttie was keen to use the same story in 
her stand-up. “But he said no,” she chips 
in. “To be honest, he went through the 
pain so he should get the material.” 

They are otherwise not competitive. “I 

think ifwe were both actors, that would be 
hard,” says Suttie. ^You're just waiting for 
the phone to ring and you can’t generate 
your own work. We're always working on 
something.” “I’m so profoundly uncom- 
petitive, Ithink I havea genetic problem,” 
adds James. “It absolutely works if you 
think that you’re being fair to the other 
one and they’re being fair to you. We’re 
lucky. Our jobs are very flexible. A lot of 
the dads I know don'tsee their kids very 
often. I see Beti all the time.” 
Elis Tames recently starred in ‘Crims’ 
on BBC3 and has just finished shooting 
“Fosh, with Fosh Widdicombe and Fack 
Dee, which will be on BBC3 later this year. 
Isy Suttie is best known for playing Dobby 
in ‘Peep Show: She hosts ‘Sketchorama’ 
on Radio 4 from 5 August 


Sara Pascoe and John Robins 

“The interesting thing about going out 
with a stand-up is you find out things 
about their past from their material,” 
says Sarah Pascoe. “But that material 
is fictionalised. So on our fourth date, I 
went to a gig and suddenly had intimate 
knowledge ofa certain sexual experience 
of John’s, orso I thought... I didn’t know 
how to look at him.” 

“I liked knowing that Sara would 
hate the story but also knowing that 
she couldn’t level a single criticism at 
it,” says Robins. Sharing embarrassing 
stories - embellished or not - is par for 
the course in a comedy relationship. And 
it works both ways. “Sara has a routine 
about how she always pays for every- 
thing,” Robins says. “My initial reaction 
was: *No you don't, I bought this, I pay 
for that. But with my comedian's head 
on, it's funnierif she paysfor everything. 
Otherwise the joke doesn't work." 

Pascoe and Robins, 34 and 33 respec- 
tively, met in 2012 at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, started dating in 2013, and, in 
their stand-up shows last year, talked 
openly about theirrelationship- she about 
his low sex drive, he about her menstrual 
mood-swings. “There are funny things 











when you're getting to know someone at 
the start of a relationship,” says Pascoe. 
“Then it becomes more normal and it's 
notastand-up topic any more. I mention 
you twice in my new show. You're very 
boring to me now.” “I talk about you loads 
in my new show!” says Robins, outraged. 
“Well I’m still the funniest thing in your 
life,’ she responds. 

Robins is taking his seventh solo show 
up to the Fringe. Speakeasy starts with 
the couple on opposite sides of the world 
- Pascoeat the Melbourne Comedy Fes- 
tival, Robins at home in south London 
- and Pascoe finding herself acciden- 
tallylogged into her boyfriend's Google 
search history. “It was the worst feel- 
ing Гуе had in two years - that sense of 
shame..." says Robins. From there, the 
show explores how much Robins missed 
Pascoe and their everyday “domestic 
adventures". *Sara really, really makes 
me laugh at home. We make each other 
laugh alot of times a day,” says Robins. 

"It's great doing observational mate- 
rial about being in a relationship that 
makes couples turn to each other and 
put their arms around each other, as 
opposed to, ‘Oh yeah, I hate my wife 
too? says Robins. “You see comics back- 
stage and they're showing you pictures of 
their kids and holidays and they're really 
happy. Then they go on and do material 
about how they never have sexanymore 
because they've been married for 10 
years. Why not just say you love your 
wife? Isn't that more interesting?" 

“It is changing,” says Pascoe. “For а 
long time people expected comics to 
come on and say their mother-in-law was 
fat, and their wife was boring. There are 
more female comics now and more fe- 
male audience members. Women didn't 
used to want to come to gigs because 
even ifit wasn't conscious, they felt un- 
welcome, attacked by the material." 

Whatever is said on stage, the couple 
are nothing but supportive off it. “At the 
very beginning when I knewI really fan- 





cied John and he was my new boyfriend, 
I hated having a bad gig in front of him. 
Nowit’s so great. It’s not just that I’ve got 
afriend backstage, I’ve got someone who 
loves me,” Pascoe says. “You stopped 
me drinking before gigs too. I was so 
nervous, I couldn't deal with it, and John 
said, ' You're supposed to feel nervous. 
Use it? So you've saved my liver.” 

"Theamazingthing was when Saragot 
nominated for the [Edinburgh Comedy] 
award last year, I didn’t feel any profes- 
sional or personal envy,” beams Robins. 
“We were in a café when Sara got the 
phone call and I’ve still got the receipt 
for our drinks in my memory box.” 
Sara Pascoe’s first book, ‘Animal: How 
a Woman is Made? will be published by 
Faber next year; John Robins’ Speak- 
easy' is at the Edinburgh Fringe from 
& to 30 August 


Justin Edwards and Lucy Porter 
“I'm absolutely fine with talking about 
my relationship on stage,” says Lucy 
Porter. “But I don't know how Justin 
feels about it because I never let him 
come to see me. He doesn't know what 
I'm saying about him behind his back” 
They have two young children but Por- 
ter, 42, doesn’t talk about them. “I have 
a certain respect for their privacy that I 
don't extend to my husband..." 

“What do you say?" asks Edwards. 

“Well I accuse you of being posh, 
which I know you're not desperately 
keen on. And I make fun of your height 
a lot |Porter is 4ft 11in to Edwards’ 6ft 
Sin], and of you not remembering that 
I’m left-handed or that I like coconut.” 

“Are you? Do you?" says Edwards, who 
is 43. “I do it to wind you up.” 

“Little arguments are very useful for 
sparking ideas for stand-up,” continues 
Porter. “Most of the material that works 
for me is about rows we've had or ways 
that he's annoyed me. I don't think it's 
washing our dirty laundry in public. It's 
cathartic for me and it's niceforaudience 
members to know that even a marriage 
as perfect and loving and wonderful as 
ours is occasionally riven by strife.” 

In the background, Edwards makes 
sick noises. His marriage *material" 
is limited to the troubling backstory of 
his character Jeremy Lion, an alcoholic 
children's entertainer, who married 
but was divorced in a matter of weeks. 
“He’s not based on me. I don't have the 
same confidence to talk about myself on 
stage that Lucy does. But I don't have a 
problem with what she does.” 

“Treallywanted to marry Jeremy Lion;" 
says Porter wistfully. “But I ended up get- 
ting Justin into the bargain.” 

It wasn’t always like this. Porter’s early 
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I used 
to think 
that for a 
comedian 
it was 
better being 
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stand-up shows focussed on the single 
life. “Га been single for so longand I felt 
- in hindsight, completely erroneously 
- that it was important to my stage per- 
sona. That being single was better as a 
comedian than being in a relationship. 
It got to the point where I was going to 
get married and I thought, l’ve got to 
own up to this now.” 

Porter and Edwards have appeared 
together as husband and wife once, on 
the Radio 4 panel show Act Your Age. “It 
was all right,” says Edwards. 

"We're not that interesting," Porter 
says. ^You need conflict to make a mar- 
ried couple interesting. I used to work 
for Richard and Judy and they're brilliant 
because they are feisty with each other. 
Justin and I are deeply dull people and 
live avery dull suburban life.” (They live 
in Pinner). 





"Children take up so much time" says 
Edwards. *You can have along, difficult 
and exhausting day of filming, or Lucy will 
come back from a gig, and it's all quickly 
forgotten because you have to deal with 
the lunacy of two toddlers wanting to play 
board games or throw water at you.” 

So there’s no time for comparing notes 
or overanalysing a performance? “It’s 
really nice having someone who under- 
stands what you do, but sometimes I feel 
like I could get away with more if I hada 
partner who wasn’t in the business,” says 
Porter. “I never feel like Ican moan about 
work because Justin knows I enjoyit, and 
vice versa.” “Exactly,” says Edwards. “If 
you’re moaning about getting up early 
or saying, ‘Oh I’ve had a miserable day 
filming in my pants in a field’, it’s not 
digging roads. It is good fun. We like 
going to work.” 

Fustin Edwards stars in the fourth se- 
ries of ‘In and Out of the Kitchen’ with 
Miles Jupp, which begins on 5 August 
on Radio 4. Lucy Porter is a regular on 
TV panel shows, and is currently making 
her 2014 play about early feminists, "The 
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Where the wild things are 
A dinner party doesn't have to mean a trip 
to the supermarket -try your hand at 
a spot of foraging this summer 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JASON LOWE 


f you live in the countryside, you are 

unknowingly surrounded by lots of 
tasty wild foods. When I cook a dinner 
party at home, beitin London or Dorset, 
I try to balance the menu with some 
“can’t buy in the shops" ingredients. 
It's always a good conversation point; 








people love talking food these days. We 
will be having a wild food week at Hix 
Mayfairat the end of next month, which 
will feature dishes similiar to the ones 
that follow. 

Centuries ago it would have been the 
norm to live off the land: foraging, fishing 





Sea beet and 
cockle broth 





and hunting would have taken the place 
of a supermarket shop. Imagine never 
knowing what, if anything, your next 
meal was going to be... 


SEA BEET AND COCKLE BROTH 
SERVES 4 

Sea beet or sea spinach, the wild ancestor 
of vegetables such as beetroot, is abun- 
dant on many of our coastlines. It has an 
amazing flavour, like superior spinach, 
that youjust won’t forget. It’s easy to spot 
because it looks just like thick-leaved 
spinach. You can use the small leaves 
in a salad and cook the larger ones just 
as you would normal spinach. 

Live cockles are much easier to come by 
these days, and for me they are as good as, 
if not tastier than, clams. If you live near 
theseaside there may well even bea spot 
where you can gather them for free. 





50g butter 

1 medium leek, washed and roughly 
chopped 

1tbsp plain flour 

iltr hot vegetable stock 

2-3 handfuls of sea spinach, washed well 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1500 live cockles 

1tbsp double cream 























Put the cockles in a bowl under a very 
slow-running cold tap for about an hour, 
agitating them with your hands to make 
them expel any sand or grit. Give thema 
final rinse in cold water, drain and put to 
one side in a saucepan with a lid. 

Melt the butterin a heavy-based sauce- 
рап апа gently cook the leek for 2-3 min- 
utes with a lid on, stirring every so often. 
Stir in the flour until it’s well mixed, then 
stir in the hot vegetable stock gradually 
so as to avoid lumps forming. Bring to 
the boil, turn down the heat and simmer 
very gently for 20 minutes. 

Stir in the sea spinach (you can keep 
any small leaves to garnish), season and 
simmer gently for 5-6 minutes. Remove 
from the heat then blend in a liquidiser 
until smooth, and strain through a sieve 
if necessary. If you aren't going to use 
the soup on the day then cool it quickly 
inabowlorsink of ice, in order to retain 
the colour. You can then keep it in the 
fridge for a day or so. 

To serve, cook the cockles on a fairly 
high heat with a couple of tablespoons 
of water in the covered pan, shaking 
them as they are cooking until they are 
all open, then remove from the heat. The 
cooking liquid can be strained into the 
soup for extra flavour. 

You can serve the cockles in or out 
of their shells, up to you. Either way, 
put them into warmed serving bowls, > 
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bring the soup back to the boil, then stir 
in the cream and pour over the cockles. 
Garnish with the reserved small leaves, 
which you may like to blanch first. 


SEA VEGETABLE FRITTERS WITH 
OYSTER MAYONNAISE 

SERVES 4 

There are many types of edible seashore 
vegetables you can harvest, such as sea 
purslane, sea aster, sea blite, sea beet and 
samphire. You can also buy samphire and 
sea aster from shops such as Waitrose 
these days, so no need to head to the 
beach for this dish if you don’t want to. 





A couple handfuls of sea vegetables as 
above, washed and dried 

100g preferably gluten self-raising flour 
Enough cold sparkling water to make a 
light batter 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
Vegetable or corn oil for deep frying 














For the oyster mayonnaise 
2 oysters, shucked 
2-3tbsp good quality mayonnaise 








First make the mayonnaise: put the 
oysters in a small pan and heat them 
for 20 seconds, then transfer to a plate 
and leave to cool. Once cool, blend in 
a small liquidiser, Nutribullet or food 
processor then stir into the mayo. To 








Right: sea vegetable 
fritters with oyster 
mayonnaise 


Below: wild rabbit 
and chanterelle salad 








make the batter, mix the flour in a bowl 
with enough sparkling to make athickish 
batter and season to taste. 

Preheat about 8cm of oil to 160-180°C 
in a large thick-bottomed saucepan or 
electric deep-fat fryer. Dip the sea veg- 
etables afew at atime into the batter and 
cook for a minute or so, turning them 
as they are cooking with a slotted spoon 
until crisp (they shouldn’t colour). Drain 
on some kitchen paper, and serve im- 
mediately with the mayonnaise. 





WILD RABBIT AND CHANTERELLE 
SALAD 

SERVES 4 

Wild rabbit is such a good-value meat; 
you can use the saddle fillets in a dish, 
then freeze the shoulders and legs to 
use in a braise or pie, and make a broth 
with the bones. It will be half the price 
ofachicken (unless you happen to know 
someone who shoots rabbits, in which 
case it's food for free). 

We have just started seeing chan- 
terelles, or girolles as they are sometimes 
called, which are one ofthe tastiest and 
finest-coloured wild fungi. 





4 rabbit saddle fillets 

1tbsp olive or rapeseed oil 

A couple knobs of butter 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
150-200g chanterelle mushrooms 

A handful of small salad leaves 

















For the dressing 

1tbsp sherry vinegar 

4tbsp walnut or hazelnut oil 
1215р caster sugar 











Heat the oil and butter in a large frying 
pan and gently fry the mushrooms for 
2-3 minutes, stirring as they are cooking 
and seasoning lightly. Remove the mush- 
rooms and keep warm - aplate covered 
in cling film is a good way to retain the 
heat and moisture while the rabbit cooks. 
Return the pan to the heat, season and 
cook the rabbit fillets on a high heat for 
about a minute, turning them as they 
are cooking and keeping them pink. 
Transfer to a chopping board then whisk 
the vinegar and oil into the frying pan, 
and pour into a bowl to cool. 

To serve, cut the rabbit fillets into 
4 Or 5 slices and arrange on serving > 
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plates with the leaves and mushrooms, 
then spoon over the dressing. 


ELDERFLOWER AND WILD- 
STRAWBERRY JELLY 

SERVES 4 

Wild strawberries are scarce and 
precious. If you know where to forage 
them locally, great. Ifnot, you may find 
them in places like Selfridges or Har- 
rods, or in specialist fruit and vegetable 
shops. Oryou can grow them yourself - I 
planted some wild white strawberries a 
few years back and they have gone mad 
in my small garden. 

Note that some elderflower cordials 
are betterthan others. Unless you have 
made your own, try Belvoir as it has the 
best natural flavour. 





250ml water 

150ml sauternes or a good dessert wine 
Juice of V5 a lemon 

100g caster sugar 

12g leaf gelatine (4 sheets) 

100ml elderflower cordial 

70-80g wild strawberries (use ordinary, 
hulled and sliced up if not available) 
Thick cream to serve 























Bring 200ml ofthe waterto the boil with 
the lemon juice, add the sugar and stir 
until dissolved, then remove from heat. 
Meanwhile soakthe gelatine in a shallow 
bowlofcold waterfora minute or so until 
soft. Squeeze out the water, add to the 
hot syrup and stir until dissolved. Add 
the elderflower cordial, then put the jelly 
somewhere cool, but do not let it set. 

Fill some individual jelly moulds or, 
if you prefer, one large one with half of 
the strawberries, then pourin half ofthe 
cooled jelly. Transferto the fridge foran 
hourorso to set, thentop up the moulds 
with the remainder ofthe strawberries 
and unset jelly. This allows the strawber- 
ries to stay suspended in the jelly and 
not float to the top. Return to the fridge. 
To serve, turn out the jelly or jellies and 
serve with the cream. @ 


Mark Hix will be servingup his fishdogs’ 
at the Port Eliot Festival this weekend; 
‘On the Wild Side’ is on at Hix Mayfair 
from 28 September to 4 October 








Elderflower and 
wild-strawberry 


Jelly 





Supermarket sweep 


WINES BY ANTHONY ROSE 


I recently visited 
Aldi’s Midlands HQ. 
to find out more about 
the retail giant’s story 
from its head wine 
honcho, Mike James, 
a thoughtful Doctor of Philosophy who 
topped OffLicence News’s Top 100 list of 
the UK’s most influential wine people. 
First we called into the Atherstone branch 
to check out Aldi’s core wine range, which 
runs to 75 different varieties. The no- 
frills-no-false-promotions message was 
reinforced by the paucity of staff, the 
rudimentary shelving and lack of fancy 
packaging - just decent, reliable wines. 

It's hard to argue forinstance with the 
2012 Crémant du Jura Chardonnay, 
£7.27, an explosive fizz full of tangy 
bubbles; or the Veuve Monsigny Cham- 
pagne, which at £9.97 is arguably the 
best-value champagne in supermarkets. 
The Exquisite Collection range is be- 
coming a brand in its own right with 
gems suchas the passion fruit-rich 2014 
Private Bin Sauvignon Blanc, £7.99; 
Taylor’s fragrant and dry 2014 Clare 
Valley Riesling, £6.99, along with the 
spicy, blackberry-rich 2013 South East- 
ern Australia Shiraz, £5.99 and best- 
selling 2014 Uco Valley Argentinian 
Malbec, £5.99. 

Aldi’s founders, Karl and Theo 
Albrecht, didn’t build a global empire 
by not looking after the Deutschmarks. 
After Theo was kidnapped, in 1971, 
he went to court in an (unsuccessful) 





attempt to claim tax relief on the ran- 
som payment. The brothers now lie in 
Essen burial plots adorned with Aldi 
rhododendron, yew and cypress, but 
under current MD Matthew Barnes, the 
chain is sitting as pretty as ever. More 
than 500,000 new customers wheeled 
trollies around its 560 UK stores last 
year, making it the sixth biggest super- 
market in the country, with a growing 
market share of 5.5 per cent. 

Its thrift-focused approach saw 
additional wine sales of £88.2 million 
last year. As sales have grown, James has 
developed abetter understanding of what 
Aldi’s customers want. He’s a master of 
tweaking blends to the retailer’s require- 
ments, as well as building solid relation- 
ships with suppliers keen to be part of 
the bonanza. James minimises risks with 
seasonal wines like the excellent 2014 
Cotes de Provence Rosé, £5.99, and by 
trialling new products like a Freemans 
Bay chardonnay from New Zealand and 
a Paul Mas Languedoc clairette. 

Introducing the upmarket Lot Series 
this year has brought greater depth to the 
range. Along with a handful of new pre- 
mium wines such as a premier cru chablis 
and super Tuscan red, it's to be further 
expanded in the autumn with, among 
others, a £9.99 Cape chenin blanc and 
an Aussie cabernet sauvignon. 

Fingers crossed that one of the 65 
new stores in the pipeline (as part of its 
target of 1,000 stores by 2022) will bea 
store near me. 6 





SOMETHING FOR THEWEEKEND 





NIGHT IN 


DINNER PARTY 


SPLASH OUT 











2013 Sainsbury's Taste The 
Difference Pic Saint Loup, 
Languedoc 
Thisisablend ofsyrah and 
grenache with blackberry, 
spice and chocolate flavours. 
£8, or buy 6, save 25 per cent, 
until tomorrow, Sainsbury's 








2014 Mount Edward Central 
Otago Riesling 
This delicate New Zealand 

rieslingis imbued with citrus 
fruits and offers an appetisingly 
off-dry flavour. £11, down from 

£13,until 3 August, 
Marks & Spencer 








2012 Michel et Stéphane 
Ogier, Côte Rôtie 
Theblack pepper, olive and 
spice scent ofthis syrah from 
the Ogier family is alluring 
and precedes a delicious, 
blackberry-infused richness. 
£50, Waitrose 
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Restaurants 





Foodies arriving at 
^w the Casa Cruz in 
Af Notting Hill may not 
realise it, but they're 
walking into a 20-year 
chunk of London's 
gastronomic history. In the 1990s, this 
big Victorian pile was a scabby boozer, 
reputedly the pub most often visited by 
felons straight after their release from 
Wormwood Scrubs. 

In1998, it was bought by Antony Wor- 
rall Thompson, the TV chef, who opened 
it as Wiz. It was a ground-breaking op- 
eration that anticipated several irritating 
restaurant trends: multi-national cuisine, 
communal ordering, sharing dishes and 
food that arrives on the table as soon as 
it’s ready, whether you're ready or not. 
In 2002, here-branded the place as Not- 
ting Grill. It provided the bons vivants of 
increasingly trendy W11 with seared meat 
until the recession hit like a crashing pri- 
vate jet and, in 2009, Worrall Thompson 
had to close it for financial reasons. 

A yearlater, it re-openedas The Claren- 
don, a posh gastro-pub with a cocktail 
lounge. It was charming but everyone 
complained about its ruinous prices. 

Now look at the place: it's the first 
London eating-house of Juan Santa Cruz, 
aChilean-born, Boston-educated, former 
investment banker who has three Ritzy 
restaurants in Buenos Aires: Aldo's, 
Isabel and the original Casa Cruz. He 
-alongwith “a global team of designers, 
consultants and collaborators" - have 
thrown money at this old warhorse, and 
the results are extraordinary. 

Walk in and you're wonder if you've 
come to the W11 branch of Spearmint 
Rhino. The wallsare designedin floor-to- 
ceiling copper, burnished toa sexy incan- 
descence. An oval cocktail bar features 
a sulky, cool-dude mixologist. Georgie 
Fame plays jazz-funk on the PA. As you 
look round for the dancers, the trophy 
head of a huge, antlered deer stares at 
you from the wall. 

Past the glass-fronted wine racks, you 
climb a mirrored staircase on the plushest 
blue carpet you'll find outside a Mayfair 
escort parlour. Upstairs, more copper 
glows. Visit the loos, and you'll find your- 
self alarmingly reflected in a crazy pro- 
cession of mirrors, like the end of Orson 
Welles's The Lady from Shanghai. 

Senor Santa Cruz's obsession with 








Copper-bottomed 


A Notting Hill grill that is really on its mettle 


BY JOHN WALSH 





copper is perhaps understandable as a 
loyal nod to his birthplace - Chile is the 
world's biggest producer of the stuff. 
But did he have to bring so much of it 
with him? It's a relief to escape to the 
chic roof terrace, with its brown wood 
seating (a little unyielding on the arse, 
without cushions) and its wire sculptures 
around which jasmine is being ambi- 
tiously trained. 

The menus are clamped on to orange 
leather the precise shade of Hermes 
packaging, and offer dishes which are 
pleasingly simple: the charming, Old 
Etonian, French-Irish manager, Fran- 
cois O'Neill, told us they use no butter 
or oil, the meat comes from Argentina 
via Belgium, and the main secret of the 
cooking is a Josper Grill. 

My friend Isobel started with charred 
beetroots with horseradish: the beets 
served whole with their Triffid-like tap- 
roots on show. Thetexture was delicious, 
but the taste mainly horseradish. Ditto 
my raw tuna with avocado, wasabi and 
breadcrumbs - faint presence ofal dente 
fish and soft pear, nice crunch of crumbs, 
an overwhelment of horseradish. 

From three fish and three meat main 
courses, I had blackened chichen, dished 
up in hefty slices, the breast taut and lac- 
erated with Cajun peppers and paprika, 
with aside-sauce of chicken stock, cream 
and what the waiter grudgingly called 





CASA CRUZ 


123 Clarendon Road, 
London W11 
(0203 3215400) 


Around £48 per 
person, before drinks 
and service 


Food 
666 


Ambience (inside) 
өө 


Ambience (outside) 
өөө 


Service 
өөө 


өө 


Walk in and 
you wonder if 
you ve come to 
the W11 branch 
of Spearmint 
Rhino 
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“mixed spices.” I devoured it with charred 
broccoli, chilliand almonds. Isobel’s cod 
was just-about-cooked, charred on one 
side, served with chopped smoked cau- 
liflower and parmesan - deconstructed 
cauliflowercheese without the melted bit. 
“Гуе got smoky, charred, salty and spicy 
inthis dish;” she said. “They dominate the 
tongue and mask all other flavours.” 

I had to agree. The charred broccoli 
was so heavily smoked, I felt as if I'd eaten 
a kipper with an 80-a-day Capstan Full 
Strength habit. Roasted domino potatoes 
made up for it -mandolined and roasted 
(with yummy burnt edges) in the Josper’s 
depths until they resembled a burnt mini- 
ature pack of cards. 

Puddings featured three different types 
of dulce de leche, the pan-Latino favour- 
ite made by boiling condensed milk. You 
could have it as ice cream or with choco- 
late gateau - the latter nicely balanced 
and, amazingly, not too sweet. I calmed 
down my smoky tongue with a plate of 
juicy melon, pineapple and berries. 

There's lots to enjoy about the Casa 
Cruz, once you've got past the over- 
design of the dining-room. The food is 
gratifyingly simple and often delicious. 
Ifthey could tone down their obsession 
with smoke, it would be a great improve- 
ment. Or was that (and the mirrors) an 
input from that “global team of design- 
ers, consultants and collaborators”? @ 
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RICHARD MILDENHALL 


Pair of Premium Oleander Standards” 
Only £36.99 пену "MR 


A magnificent addition to any patio 
or balcony, these stunning, winter 
hardy oleander standards” will 
create a beautiful fragrance and a 
Mediterranean feel. 


= 


Flowering all summer long, they are 
wonderfully exotic yet hardy to -5C. 
These Mediterranean beauties will add 
height, vivid colour and sweet fragrance to 
your garden for years to come. 


Note – shades will vary from mid-pink (as shown) 
to a darker cerise pink. 


ITEM: 680031 





Pair of hardy Canary Island date palms 
Only £31.99 with free delivery 


Add a pair of these beauties to 
your patio or garden to create 
a tropical ambience. Their 
unique architectural shape 
adds instant dramatic impact, 
while the lush green foliage 
fans out to create intricate 
shadows on your patio all year 
round. These palms will make 
a stunning centrepiece for any 
outdoor space. 


ө Winter hardy to -6°C 


© Supplied as 4-5ft tall 
potted plants 


ITEM: 680089 






















OFFERS 


Pair of Cypress trees (1.2m - 1.4m) 
Only £25.98 with free delivery 


Seen all over Italy, these 
spectacular architectural conifers 
will add height and year-round 
interest wherever you plant 
them. With their elegant, pencil 
thin form, they'll look simply 
stunning framing a door or 
gateway, or in a terracotta pot. 












These slender, manageable 
beauties are slow growing. They 
are drought tolerant, 
hardy and evergreen. 
They can reach 10m 
in 20 years or so, yet 
remain very upright 
and narrow at 1-1.5m. 
Supplied at 1.2-1.4m 
(pictured pots not 
supplied). 


ITEM: 510154 


Tricolour Oleander’ 
Only £26.99 with free delivery 


This stunning oleander bush 
grows pink, white and red 
flowers together in one pot. 
The boldly coloured, sweetly 
perfumed blooms will stand 
out against their rich, green 
foliage. 


They love hot dry weather, 

yet are hardy down to -5?C. 
Evergreen and fast growing, 
these plants will ensure instant 
year round impact, with a 

long flowering period from 
May through to September. 
Supplied as three established 
plants in a 19cm pot. 


ITEM: 680077 


Call 0844 6 569 569 and quote INDE208 or visit independentoffers.co.uk 














































































































Terms & Conditions: Specimens pictured are more mature than those supplied. Products are purchased from, and your contract is with YouGarden Ltd. Visit www.independentoffers.co.uk/terms for our full terms and conditions and privacy policy. 


' ORDER BY POST: YouGarden, PO Вох 637, Wetherby Road, York, YO26 ОРО Please send me 0 Price Оу _ Total —— 
| enclose a crossed cheque for £ .......... (address on back) made payable to: Independent Reader Offers, or debit my Mastercard/Visa/Delta/Switch account by this amount. 680031. Pair of Premium Oleander Standards — .. £36.99 NN 
| Tile № шш 

310154... Pair of Italian Cypress Trees (1.2-1.4т) £25.98 _ — 
qoc c ———————— ————————————————— 

680089 Pair of Hardy Canary Island date palms £37.99 £ ЖОООП 
| Postcode: . Telephone: |. 

| 680077 Tricolour Oleander. £26.99 £ 

ı Email BEEN 

| a a EREE EI 
ı Card No: Expiry Date Start Date Issue No Sec Code 

x [Г] ГГ FT mm | тоа с 


Orders supplied and fulfilled by YouGarden Ltd, Eventus House, Sunderland Road, Market Deeping, Peterborough, PE6 8FD. Delivery within 14 working days to UK mainland addresses only. Please return the product in good condition to You 
Garden Ltd within 14 days of delivery, requesting either a full refund or an exchange. Offer available whilst stocks last. Calls charged at 5p per minute plus your network provider's access charge. YouGarden will not give your information to any 
other companies without your permission. *Important: contact with Oleander foliage and its sap may irritate the skin. All parts of the Oleander Plant are toxic if ingested. Decorative pot not included. 











Life & Beauty 





ALISON TAYLOR ON RELATIONSHIPS 


Lessons from mv phone diary 


his week, allow me to quote myself: 

“I want to send him song lyrics. 
Can’t stop smiling.” This was the very 
cringeworthy note I wrote on my phone 
at 8.59am on Wednesday 4 March. The 
time of the note is a clue to the fact that 
I wasn’t drunk - I never drink that early 
during the week - and the date tells me 
that it’s nearly five months since I met 
my boyfriend. 

A lot can, and has, happened in that 
time. And a lot of cringey notes ^ 
can be - and have been - written 
to oneself. I thought I would share 
some of these notes - diary en- 
tries, of a kind - and the stories 

h 


ervations - “It’s too soon!”; “Whatifhe’s | 4. *Big urban trainers” 
one of those people who doesn’t havea | I wrote this down because, well, I sup- 
TV?" - butintheenditwassuchagood | poseittickled me. About two months in 
night I was texting him all the way home | he referred to the “big urban trainers" I 
in the cab. I also flashed him my boob on | was wearing in my profile pic on Happn. 
the couch, if memory serves. Takeaway: | He hated them. I also hated his stupid 
go back to someone's house, they're | little mod hatin one of his pictures - but 
probably not as weird as you. Ilooked past it. Takeaway: If you're read- 
š 2. “I’ve met somebody” ing this, now you know, darling. 
= — Thisshouldhavebeenprefacedwitha | 5.And finally, “I want to send him song 
: d gulp. The morningafterImethim, | lyrics. Can't stop smiling" 
^ Ispoketo my mum and said: “I think | Back to my first note. You'll be pleased 
/ he sthe one.” I know, this is a terrible | to know I didn't send him song lyrics 
cliché, but I think what I learnt here | somuchasasongtitle that happens also 
was: you must acknowledge the depth of | to be a lyric, in the Pulp song, *Some- 
your feelings and try nottofreakout(as | thing Changed”. This I used to cling to, 






















behind them, for the greater the next note suggests that I did). in the hope that I didn’t come across as 
dating good. 3. “Too keen” totally lame. The takeaway lesson from 
1. “Going back to his house for Ñ There was a time whenIworriedhe was | this: if you feel like sending romantic 
the first time - eek!" A | b 3 too keen. Too keen! When you say that | verse, do it. Why? Well, as I recently 


Our second date, a mere two days  . / 
afterthe first. This was dinnerathis # 
house. I’llbe honest, when wetook / 
the Tube back to his I had my res- | 


outloud afew times you realise howstu- | discovered, he didn't even notice it 
pid it sounds. Here the lesson is: what's | wasasonglyric. So, the sixth and great- 
the alternative, somebody who is “abit” | est lesson: sod it - it’s cool to be cute. 6 
keen? Is that better? @lovefoolforever 














Hillswick Surgery, Shetland Want more from your business? 


"m Starting a business? 
Exciting, challenging opportunity | 
Salaried ‘Career start' GP or GP looking for a Online workshop to help your 


new direction, 20 -26 weeks spread throughout f - Get A FREE INSTANT Online Valuation Киеме n ae 


the year at a small supportive practice. / Sa ! = Some subsidised places left 
£50-60K for the 20-26 weeks 4 - Up To 100% Market Value Achievable : 
Call us on 01773 760740 


een || |. Î www.wepaythemost.co.uk ns 





ое LOW PROTECTION SPF 6 _ 
MEDIUM PROTECTION SPF 15 
HIGH PROTECTION SPF 30 


VERY HIGH PROTECTION SPF 50+ 







АРТЕ; We AR a Management Accountant to oversee the 
Accounts chr and financial pls of the 


= company i peus nts, reporting to 
Shee A ا‎ ia | aspects of the finance function. 


for SUN 
Triple action UVA, UVB and Infrared-A 





protection, in areal juice formula, to refresh the = Жан boues sd ack е he Amr 
skin before, during and ofter sun exposure | or part CIMA qualified and pen want to 
C head up a busy Finance team. 
du ' 





Buy now from www.vie-healthcare.com Apply stating salary expectations to HR&iPentafoods.com 
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Matthew Hilton | Robin Day 
Shin Azumi Hierve 
Nazanin Kamali | Marina Bautire 


T | Bill Ambe | | 
CITY CANARY WHARF is Samuel Wilkinson 


harmonise your work-life balance 
free trial, na auditions, beginners welcome, Tun 
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in е КС ЕГЕР — - pap repertoire, meet new friends, expert director Summer Sale 


the surfaces essential ito the health of your eyes three choirs for one membership, just turn up! WWW.casefurniture.com 
www.londoncityvoices.co.uk 
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conditions that car effect your ght and we be ng i 
Latest high-tech Triton 3D OCT Screening FIN E Exclusive 1096 discount 
OCT scans for common conditions such as: BEDDING with code: r ROCOOLi0* IM^ 
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100% success rate on selected gender 
eneratice 20 years experience = Proven methodology 
um Touch® pillow from The Fine s State-of-the-art purpose-built facility 
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Games 








Backgammon Chris Bray 


12 1 10 9 8 71236 5 4 3 2 1 
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Basic principles 
Everybody who plays back- 
gammon has a mental model of 
the game that assists with the 
decision-making process. The 
more experienced the playerthe 
richerthe modeland the easierit 
becomesto selecttheright move 
or make the correct cube deci- 
sion in any given position. 
Part of the model is a set of 
guiding principles such as “hit 
and split but do not split and 
slot”, which Paul Magriel first 
documented nearly 40 years ago. 
One of the complexities of the 
game is knowing which principle 
takes precedence in a position, 
andanotheris knowing when to 
ignore such principles. 


In this week's position black 
hada 42 to play. He fulfilled the 
basic principle of prime versus 
prime games by advancingto the 
edge of his opponent's prime, 
by moving bar/21. Afterthat the 
logical two is 9/7, safetying a 
blot but keeping it as a builder 
for the 4-pt. 

The problem with the play is 
that it overlooked other basic 
principles: a) a five-point prime 
is better than a four-point prime 
(especially if the sixth point is 
slotted); b) do not give your op- 
ponent the chance to attack a 
lone blot on the point that he 
wants to make next; and c) when 
behind in the race, do not race. 

Obeying these principles 
would have enabled Blackto find 
the best play, bar/23, 13/9. This 
gives Black a powerful position 
with very little risk attached, as 
ahitby White on the mid-point 
is not that dangerous. 

In modern parlance, bar/21, 
9/7isworsethanatriple blunder 
– so please take care when apply- 
ing those basic principles! 





Bridge Maureen Hiron 


Love all; dealer south 


North 

^842 

VK64 

Ф A64 
West %AQS2 East 
^]10975 s 
V3 QJ1093 
$ Q9852 _ $110 
484 V A752 *KJ96 

¢K73 

% 1073 


When you’re within hailing 
distance of your contract, it’s a 
very good idea to sort out which 
suit gives you the best chance of 
getting home. 

The contract was Three 
No-Trumps by South at both 
tables in this teams-of-four 
match, and the lead was the 
jack of spades. 

At the first table, after win- 
ning in hand, declarer led alow 
heart, to the eight and four. 
East overtook with the nine and 
continued the suit. South won 
in hand and finessed the club 
queen. It lost to the king and 
another heart came back. 

If, after winning in dummy, 
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declarer had cashed his pointed- 
suit winners ending in hand, 
then exited with a heart, East 
would have had to play a club. 

But unfortunately in this 
particular instance South 
panicked, cashed the ace of 
clubs ended two down. 

The second declarer received 
the same lead. South now 
decided that his best chance 
lay in the club suit, so at trick 
two he led the three of clubs to 
the ace, then called for the club 
deuce from dummy. 

East played the jack, and now, 
with the 10 and queen equals 
against the king, South soon had 
his ninth trick. 

If East had played low, South 
would have inserted the club 10. 
Had West captured this with the 
jack, then declarer would have 
led low towards the queen when 
next on play. 

The only time that tackling the 
suit in this manner loses is when 
West had started with exactly 
jack and one other club. 


Get the 
Picture 
Answers 
(see opposite) 
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Chess Fon Speelman 


When children learn chess, they 
are taught that a queen is worth 
nine points and a rook five. This 
implies that two rooks are worth 
more than a queen, butin prac- 
tice it depends on the position. A 
queen is immensely powerful if 
there are units to attack, but can 
bea bit uninspiring otherwise. 

In today's game, the queen 
was victorious. It comes from a 
strong all-play-all tournament 
last month at Martuni, on Lake 
Sevan in Armenia. which Jan- 
Krzysztof Duda from Poland 
wonwith 6/9. Dudaalways hadat 
least enough after the exchange 
of rooks for queen, and began to 
gain the advantage when Saleh's 
pieces became discoordinated. 
Inthediagram, 31...c4 scuppered 
any hope of counterplay then 37... 
Bd4! won material. About to lose 
a pawn, White surrendered. 


AR Saleh Salem 
vs Jan-Krzysztof Duda 
Lake Sevan 2015 


Queen's Indian 


1.d4 Nf6 
2.c4 e6 


3.Nf3 b6 
4.83 Bb7 


Your move 

White to play made a typical if 
pleasingsacrifice. Can you see it 
and, harder, find the follow up? 


5-0 
E m 








5.Bg2 Be7 25.Kd2 Qa6 
6.Nc3 Ne4 26.Rd1 Bc7 
7.Bd2 Bf6 27.Кс2 cxb3+ 
8.0-0 0-0 28.axb3 Qe2+ 
9.Nes Nxc3 29.Rd2 Qxf3 
10.Bxc3 Bxg2  30.Rxa7 Qe4* 
11.Kxg2 c5 31.Rd3 (see 
12.dxc5 bxc5 diagram) 
13.Qd6 Be7 31...C4 
14.Qd3 f6 32.bxc4 Bb6 
15.Qf3 Qc7 33.Rad7 Qxc4 
16.0xa8 Nc6 34.Kd1e5 
17.Qxf8* Bxf8 35.Bd2 Kh7 
18.Nxc6 36.Ke1 Qe4 
Охсб+ 37.Kd1 Вад 
19.73 Qa6 38.R7xd4 
20.b3 d5 exd4 

21.63 dxc4 39.Rxd4 Qf3+ 
22.Kf2 Qa3 40.Kc2 Qe2 
23.Rfb1Bd6 0-1 

24.Ke1 h5 

Last week's solution 


Tom Andersson vs Aryan Tari 
Vasteras (Sweden) 2015 

After 16.Nxc5 hxg5 17.Nxd7 
Qc6! 18.Qe4 (if 18.Ne5 Nf4+ 
19.Kg1 Qg2 mate) 18...f5! was 
crushing. 19. Nxf8 (or 19.Nes5 
Ne3+) 19...fxe4 20.Ng6 ез 21.f3 





Qc2 and White resigned. 
Quiz Answers (see opposite) 
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Annalee Mather 


Find the well-known word, name or phrase made by each group of pictures, and the theme that unites them all. Answers on opposite page 




















By John Clarke (answers opposite) 


Which phrase 
regarding the 
persuasive 
power of num- 
bers did Mark 
Twain attribute 
to Benjamin 
Disraeli? 


What does the 
‘SIM’ of SIM card 
stand for? 





The wrestler 
Maurice Tillet is 
thought to have 

inspired which 
character, the 
hero of four hit 

CGI films be- 
tween 2001 and 

2010? 


Which symbol did 


the artist Gerald 





Holtom design in 
1958? 


At the funeral of 
which English 
comic actor did 
Buster Keaton 
declare, *Chaplin 
wasn't the 
funniest, | wasn't 
the funniest - this 
man was the 
funniest’? 





Which element, 
a gas, is ‘strange’, 
etymologically 
speaking? 


Which American 
author took 
British citizenship 
in 1915 to express 
solidarity with the 
war effort? 





Whose wedding 
in 1981 drew 24 
million UK TV 
viewers - almost 
as many as that 
of Charles and 
Diana, two days 
later? 


What six-letter 
word links the 
artist Alexander 





Calder and a port 
in Alabama? 


The surname of 
which recently 
deceased actor 
means ‘noble’ in 
Arabic? 
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MARK DOUET / ARENAPAL 





Many Happy Keturns 





BORN ON 1 AUGUST 


+ 
* 
* 


t 
j 


= 





Sam Mendes 





Rosie Millard on the stage and film director, 50 today 


underkind, fromthe German ‘won- 
der child’. Can we say that Sam 
Mendes, 50 today, was one? Yes, on the 
face of it; a First in English from Cam- 
bridge, a cricketing Blue, directing in the 
West End at 24, running a theatre (the 
Donmar Warehouse) at 25. But his was 
no bright spark doomed to flare and dim; 
this cricketer enjoys the long game. 
His genius is not arevolutionary one, 
but an ability to revamp revered classics 
inadaringly newsetting. Old-timers such 
as Cabaret, revamped with Jane Horrocks 
in the Minelli role, and Oliver! for which 
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he persuaded an uneasy Jonathan Pryce to 
adopt the Fagin leer, got dangerous, sexy 
and must-see status under Mendes. 
British theatreland lay down and of- 
fered itself to Mendes, but he thanked 
it, kissed it goodbye and skipped off to 
Hollywood to direct American Beauty, 
recrafting old gems Kevin Spacey and 
Annette Bening, and snatching a Best 
Director Oscar in the meantime. More 
reliable than Kenneth Branagh, more 
transatlantic than Peter Hall, Mendes 
is the supreme all-rounder, batsman as 
well as bowler, whose only duck so far 





A 32-year-old 
Mendes on the set 
of Othello, which 
he directed, at the 
Cottesloe at The 
National Theatre 





has been his marriage to Kate Winslet, 
which ended after seven years. 

Then, the most revered jewel in the 
movie business. The Bond franchise. 
Could this slightly dandy, intellectual 
chap deliver cliché, car chases and Daniel 
Craig? Damn straight he could. Skyfall 
brought in over $1 billion and the best 
villainforyears in the dentally challenged 
Javier Bardem. His second, Spectre, is 
about to be unleashed. Can Mendes do 
it again? Do you doubt it? 6 
The Square by Rosie Millard(Legend 
Press, £8.95) is out today, 
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Sign up today for a seven-day package and enjoy both print 
and digital copies of The Independent. Your seven days for 
£7 package includes: 


• Seven days of print editions, including all your weekend 
magazines 


• The Independent on mobile and tablet devices, plus a 
choice of PDFs and regularly updating interactive version 


e The last 30 weekend digital magazines 
...as Well as lots of other digital extras including updating 


weather reports, video content, interactive puzzles 
and more. 





Get your favourite daily newspaper at a fraction of the price. 
Sign up now at: independent.co.uk/subscriptions 


The @INDEPENDENT = TIIEOGINDEPENDENT 


ON SUNDAY 


Be Informed, be Involved, be Independent. 
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ALLSCD. AN AUDIO SYSTEM THAT TRULY PLAYS IT ALL 


The sleek ALLS is an all-in-one audio system that puts you in control of everything, from your CD collection 

to your digital music library, online subscription services and DAB radio stations. Featuring Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 

connectivity, ALL5 doesn't just play all your audio, it connects to other ALL speakers to re-stream the music A | | 
you love throughout your home. 


Start listening without limits at panasonic.co.uk/AllConnected Connected Audio 
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*i0S or Android app required. The Bluetooth word mark and logo are registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. 





